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by exposing holy things to the crowd they be cheapened
by their sneers and faith be thereby weakened.

Qualifications: Ramanuja laid down seven great
qualifications for the aspirant to tread this path: (l)
Viveka:, the choice of pure food, pure thoughts and
feelings, pure sights and sounds, all that enters the body
through the the gateways of sense, avoiding jealousy,
attachment, etc.; (2) Vimoka, the dropping of all
desires, lust and anger, keeping only the one desire for
God, accepting friends, relatives, possessions only when
they help us towards Him, realising this transitory life
can never be our goal; for " Devotion to the Lord does
not make her appearance in the heart so long as the
worldly egotistic attitude persists " (Sn. 30); (3) Abhyasa,
the steady practice of the Inner Presence, ceaselessly
contemplating God until the thought of Him becomes
one unbroken stream, for God is not partial and gives
His grace to those who fulfil the conditions ; there is no
f special election' by Him; (4) Kriya, unselfish work
for others, fulfilling the fivefold duties to animals,
humans, the Guru, the forefathers, and the gods, giving
due time also to study and worship, doing as well as
possible all the prescribed duty of the state; (5)
Kalyana, the practice of the five virtues: truthfulness
(satya)^ sincerity and integrity {arjava), kindness to all
{daya), charity {dana) and gentleness {aMmsa); the
devotee is in the world with an 'active love for God,
eager to redeem it, to draw it to Him, for devotion is no
merely negative or detaching love; (6) Anavasada,
cheerfulness even in the midst of pain and trouble, ever